k6HAMMEf)   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
All this may doubtless be explained by the fact that the invasion
was unexpected, by the disorder of the Byzantine armies, dis-
organized and surprised by a new method of fighting, by the
religious and national discontent of the Monophysites and Nes-
torians of Syria, to whom the Empire had refused to make any
concessions, and of the Coptic Church of Egypt, and by the
weakness of the Persians.1 But all these reasons are insufficient
to explain so complete a triumph. The intensity of the results
were out of all proportion to the numerical strength of the con-
querors.2
Here the great problem is to determine why the Arabs, who
were certainly not more numerous than the Germans, were not,
like the latter, absorbed by die populations of the regions which
they had conquered, whose civilization was superior to their own.
There is only one reply to this question, and it is of the moral
order. While the Germans had nothing with which to oppose the
Christianity of the Empire, the Arabs were exalted by a new
faith. It was this, and this alone, that prevented their assimilation.
For in other respects they were not more prejudiced than the
Germans against the civilization of those whom they had con-
quered. On the contrary, they assimilated themselves to this
civilization with astonishing rapidity; they learnt science from
the Greeks, and art from the Greeks and the Persians. In the
beginning, at all events, they were not even fanatical, and they
did not expect to make converts of their subjects. But they required
them to be obedient to the one God, Allah, and His prophet
Mahommed, and, since Mahommed was an Arab, to Arabia.
Their universal religion was at the same time a national religion.
They were the servants of God.
"Islam" signifies resignation or submission to God, and "Musul-
man" means "subject." Allah is the One God, and it is therefore
1 l. haiphen, Les Barbares. Des grandes invasions aux conqufas turques du
XI* stick, Paris, 1926, p. 132: "That the Arabs were victorious was due to the
fact that the world which they attacked was ready to fall into ruins."
e* dawson, Les Origines de I'Europe, French translation, p. 153, regards
religious enthusiasm as the essential cause of the conquests.
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